
Do Faith At Home:  January 17, 2021

Adult and Elementary School Age (Grade PK-5)
Read: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim
so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD
called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD
called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD,
and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli per-
ceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

Reflect: When you go to sleep at night, do you dream? What was the last dream you had? Was it
wonderful, or a nightmare? Did it seem too good to be true? Or did it feel really real to you?
Sometimes when people dream, they forget when they wake up. But every once in a while, they
will remember. Surprisingly, the dream will come back to them. Perhaps they will remember ev-
erything that happened but often, it is just a little bit of memory. It can be kind of confusing, like
trying to put a puzzle together but you don’t know what the puzzle is supposed to look like.

God calls to each of us as God called to Samuel in our Bible reading. God has a dream for each
of us. And, the amazing thing is that God never forgets the dream even if we do. Reading stories
in the Bible like the one about Samuel can help us see the big picture of God’s story. It helps life
seem less like a confusing puzzle and more like somewhere we fit in and belong.

Respond: Make a “Dream Mobile.” You will need:
Paper
Craft glue
Scissors
Tape
Yarn
Cotton balls

Draw a large cloud shape, cut it out, write in the center, “God’s Dream” and glue cotton balls
around the text. Draw and cut out four smaller clouds. Write the following phrases on each of the
smaller clouds: “My dream for myself…” “My dream for my family...” “My dream for my
school...” and “My dream for the world...” Write responses to each statement on the clouds. Tape
four pieces of yarn on the large cloud and tape other ends to smaller clouds. To hang you may
want to tape somewhere or punch a hole and tie yarn through it.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV


Adult and Youth (Grades 6 and Up)

Read: 1 Samuel 3:1-10

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the LORD was rare in
those days; visions were not widespread. At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim
so that he could not see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was. Then the LORD
called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. The LORD
called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD,
and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. The LORD called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli per-
ceived that the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he
calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place. Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

Reflect: If you are familiar with the Old Testament, you know that God spoke directly to God’s
people all the time. God talked with Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and many others. In
the story before us, it has been many years since we have seen God speaking directly to anyone.
Does that mean God wasn’t there? Of course not. The real question is whether or not we are still
listening? This story tells us about a boy named Samuel who received a calling from God. It is
important to know that Samuel was very young during this time. Most likely, he wasn’t even a
teenager when he was awoken in the middle of the night. He doesn’t immediately realize it’s
God. At first, he thinks it is his teacher and mentor Eli. I’m sure you, just like me, have been wo-
ken up in the middle of night from a dream or heard a certain noise. Imagine how Samuel was
feeling at this moment.

I know there are so many things right now that are making us feel overwhelmed and weary.
When the world gets heavy, so do our emotions. It can be harder and harder to see God in our
midst. But today we must learn that what God is calling us to do is stay awake. Not literally (that
would be impossible!) Instead, we can keep our hearts and minds and ears open to hear God’s
calling. God may be speaking to you and me, every day. But it is up to each of us to be ready to
listen.

Respond: When do you find it hardest to listen? When you are surrounded by people or in a
crowded place? I feel like my best thoughts, ideas, and clarity on hard decisions comes to me
when I am falling asleep at night. Maybe it is because that is when I am most calm and at peace.
This week, find a moment of peace and quiet to just think and listen. Go for a walk outside, sit in
silence for a moment in a quiet space, or take a nap. Listen to what or where God may be calling
you next.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+3%3A1-10&version=NRSV

