
General	Convention	Liturgies:	Trial	Use	
	

At	its	meeting	last	summer,	the	General	Convention	of	The	Episcopal	Church	authorized	revised	
versions	of	the	liturgy	to	be	used	in	worship	on	a	trial	basis.		The	Worship	Committee	met	and	
agreed	to	try	these	liturgies	at	the	5	PM	and	10	AM	services	during	the	Epiphany	Season,	after	
Christmas	and	before	Lent.		
	
These	revised	liturgies	are	the	same	ones	we	have	been	using	at	the	5	PM	and	10	AM	services,	
with	a	handful	of	changes	in	language.		The	liturgies	do	not	use	“he”	as	an	antecedent	for	God	
or	the	Holy	Spirit:	for	instance,	the	line	in	the	Nicene	Creed	reads	“Who	with	the	Father	and	
Son	is	worshipped	and	glorified”	instead	of	the	current	“With	the	Father	and	the	Son	he	is	
worshipped	and	glorified.”		Instead	of	“it	is	right	to	give	him	thanks	and	praise”	the	liturgies	
have	“it	is	right	to	give	God	thanks	and	praise.”	These	changes	are	to	reflect	the	fact	that	
neither	God	nor	the	Holy	Spirit	have	gender	or	are	male	creatures:	they	are	beyond	these	
human	concepts,	and	these	revised	liturgies	are	trying	to	reflect	that.		We	are	still	retaining	the	
language	of	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit,	since	it	is	the	biblical	formula	and	this	language	
historically	been	understood	to	be	relational,	not	gendered:	that	is,	we	call	God	Father	because	
of	the	relationship	God	has	with	Jesus,	not	because	God	literally	is	Jesus’	biological	Father,	and	
these	human	terms	are	way	to	try	to	understand	the	divine	mystery.	
	
In	addition,	the	revised	liturgies	remove	the	words	“and	from	the	Son”	in	the	Nicene	Creed,	
which	reads,	“We	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Lord,	the	giver	of	life,	who	proceeds	from	the	
Father	and	the	Son.”	The	words	“and	from	the	Son”	were	added	hundreds	of	years	after	the	
Creed	was	written,	and	are	not	universally	accepted	–	the	Greek	Orthodox	and	Russian	
Orthodox	Churches,	for	instance,	never	incorporated	it	into	the	Creed.		The	worldwide	Anglican	
Church,	and	the	Episcopal	Church,	have	committed	to	restoring	the	original	language	of	the	
Creed	in	all	future	revisions.		For	instance,	if	you	watched	Prince	William	and	Kate	Middleton’s	
wedding,	or	Archbishop	Justin	Welby’s	consecration	as	Archbishop	of	Canterbury,	the	Creed	
was	recited	without	these	words,	because	they	were	using	the	new	liturgical	forms	of	the	
Church	of	England,	which	do	not	have	them.	
	
This is what the trial use liturgy would look like that the Worship Commission 
has endorsed using during the Epiphany Season from January 6-March.  
Suggested changes are in larger, purple font. 

 
 

Holy Eucharist, Rite II 
 
Prelude    	
Please stand as you are able.	
 
Presider:  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:  And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and forever, Amen. 
 



Presider:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.	
 
Gloria   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy 
Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

Please be seated for the readings.  The readings may be found in the bulletin insert. 

First Reading                    Proverbs 1: 20-33 
Psalm 19 
Second Reading        James 3: 1-12 
 
Please stand as you are able. 
Sequence Hymn:  “Take up your cross, the Savior said” Hymnal #675  
This hymn may be found in the blue “Hymnal 1982.” 
 
Gospel Reading        Mark 8: 27-38 
 
Sermon        Rev. Thomas Ferguson	
 
Nicene Creed        Please stand as you are able. 
 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 
Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. 
 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and became truly human. 
 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 
 



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son; Who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified; Who 
has spoken through the Prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People, Form III   Please stand or kneel as you are able.	
   
Leader: In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 
Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church; That we all may be one. 
 
Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you; That your Name may 
be glorified by all people. 
 
We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word 
and Sacraments. 
 
We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world; That there may be 
justice and peace on the earth. 
 
Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake; That our works may find favor in your 
sight. 
 
Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble; That they may be delivered 
from their distress. 
 
Give to the departed eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. 
 
We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy; May we also come to share in your 
heavenly kingdom. 
 
Let us pray for our own needs and those of others. 

We pray for all those on our prayer list, and those for whom our prayers have been asked; that 
they may know Your comforting and healing presence. 

In our diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Ascension Memorial Church, Ipswich; St. Stephen’s 
Memorial Church, Lynn; Emmanuel Chapel, Manchester-by-the-Sea; and Ministries to the 
Homeless.  

Presider: O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of 
your mercies, look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are 



gracious, O lover of souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for 
ever. Amen. 
 
Presider/Deacon: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 
Minister and People: Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart;  
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
  
 Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
Sunday School Entrance Hymn   “We are marching in the light of God” WLP #787 
This hymn may be found in the Green “Wonder, Love, and Praise” Hymnal 
 
The Peace 
Presider:  The Peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
The Offertory 
 
Offertory Anthem   Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring    J.S. Bach/ John Lee  
   
Offertory Hymn Please stand as you are able.   Hymnal #380, v. 3 
 

 

 



 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
Presider The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right to glorify you, Father, and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and 
true, dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever. Fountain of life and source of 
all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your blessing; you created them to rejoice in 
the splendor of your radiance. Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night 
and day; and, beholding the glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with 
them, and giving voice to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, 
as we sing, 

 

 

 

 
The people stand or kneel. 



We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and love. 
You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that, in obedience to 
you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far 
from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to our help, so 
that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you called us into covenant with you, 
and through the prophets you taught us to hope for salvation. 

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our 
Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without 
sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the 
sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and, rising from the grave, 
destroyed death, and made the whole creation new. 

And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he sent the 
Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the world, and to 
bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all. When the hour had come for him to be glorified by 
you, his heavenly Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; 
at supper with them he took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me." 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and 
said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of 
me." 

Father, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ's death and his 
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand, awaiting 
his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this 
cup, we praise you and we bless you: 

Presider and People We praise you, we bless you; 
 We give thanks to you; 
And we pray to you, Lord our God; 

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us, and upon 
these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of 
life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who 
share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit, a living sacrifice in Christ, to the 
praise of your Name. 

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church, redeemed by the blood of your 
Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith, and preserve it in peace. And grant that we may find our 
inheritance with the Blessed Virgin Mary, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, St. 
John and all the saints who have found favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with 
them and give you glory through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Through Christ, and with 



Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours, Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. AMEN. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say: 

People and Presider Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.	
Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,	
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.	
 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.	
 
Presider:  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us! 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast! Alleluia! 
 
Presider:  The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that 
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Communion (Everyone is welcome at God’s table in this church.) 
Please come forward when directed by an usher.  Please hold out your hand, palm up, to receive 
the bread.  You may either dip the bread into the cup of wine, or the Eucharistic minister will 
guide it to your lips.  If you prefer not to receive either the bread or wine, you may cross your 
arms across your chest to receive a blessing. 
 
Communion Hymns:        WLP #734, WLP #757 
These hymns may be found in the Green “Wonder, Love, and Praise” Hymnal 
 
Postcommunion Prayer      Please stand as you are able. 
 
Presider  Let us pray. 
People:  Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as 
living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Blessing  The blessing of God almighty the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn “Glorious things of thee are spoken”   Hymnal #523  
This hymn may be found in the blue “Hymnal 1982.” 
 
Dismissal   
 
Priest/Deacon:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord.    
People:  Thanks be to God.   


